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For his First trick, the Amazing Kreskin will find his 
appearance fee in the audience. 

“i’ve done it more than 6,000 times, but i have failed 
nine times…i lost $51,000 in one night,” says the Amazing 
Kreskin. 

  no, ladies and gentlemen, that’s not his grandmother, 
grandfather, best friend or assistant sitting next to you, 
holding the check—but a randomly selected audience 
member. the Amazing Kreskin, mentalist extraordinaire, 
uses powers of the mind to locate his income. And if he 
can’t find it, well, the show’s on the house. 

  For his next trick, the Amazing Kreskin will use his 
psychic powers to persuade filmmaker Sean mcGinly to 
write and direct a film about mentalists. What’s that you 
say? You don’t believe it? Well, mcGinly did work as the 
Amazing Kreskin’s road manager, and he did go on to 
make The Great Buck Howard. Just the facts, folks. 

  the Great Buck Howard—seemingly the role John 
malkovich was born to play—travels from town to town 
performing his feats. “in many ways he is based on a lot 
of semifamous, narcissistic performers i have met in my 
life. it’s fun to write a character who is so self-involved,” 
mcGinly says, insisting that “the first ten minutes of the 
film are straight from my life, but the rest is fictional.”

Although Buck is remarkably narcissistic, he’s also a 
natural charmer who never fails to win over his small 
audiences. in the film, he starts every show with the line 
“i love this town!” He really seems to mean it, too, if only 
because his audiences are so awed by his talent. “it was 
intriguing to me to find that there were so many guys like 
Buck Howard out there playing at small theaters and still 
making a pretty good living,” mcGinly says. “there was 

The Great Buck Howard puts mentalists in the spotlight, and Play 
talks to one of the greatest to figure out what it is they actually do. 
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something a little sad about this because most of these 
guys were at one point much bigger draws.” 

the Amazing Kreskin—“one of the best mentalists ever,” 
according to mcGinly—is a little bit more high-profile. 
during his heyday in the 1970s he hosted his own tV 
show and made 26 appearances on The Tonight Show 
during the carson reign. He’s written several books and 
even markets his own board game. But while he may 
no longer a major draw—having ceded the limelight to 
entertainmers like david Blaine and criss Angel—he’s 
certainly pulled off some amazing feats.

in 2004, for example, he performed mass hypnosis 
on new Year’s eve, live in times Square, placing about 
a dozen people into a trance state—an event recreated 
with 800 folks in the film. “i am going to spell my name,” 
Kreskin told the group. “i am going to spell it twice. i 
promise you, you will not be hurt, but you will be stunned.”

After he did so, all but three people slowly fell to the 
ground. “they could not move, they could not get up 
from the ground. i had, through the power of mental 
suggestion, caused their muscles to become paralyzed,” 
Kreskin recalls.

Let the skeptics doubt all they like. But there’s a charm 
to the Amazing Kreskin’s—and the Great Buck Howard’s—
simple, if amazing, acts of mind-reading and hypnosis 
(leavened with hokey gags and musical numbers). 
“Performers like Kreskin who just go out on stage and 
do a simple act with very few bells and whistles are 
becoming extinct,” mcGinly says. “i wanted this movie to 
be a kind of honor to them.” 

Just don’t tell the Amazing Kreskin his profession is 
dying. At 74, he’s busier than ever. 
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magic men
Behold! Four of the top mentalists of all time.
  

Uri Geller
Geller stops clocks with his 

mind and has a cadillac 
adorned with silverware he 

bent telekinetically.

Max Maven
He pioneered interactive 
tricks via tV broadcast, 

such as making hologram-
like creatures appear.

david berGlas 
the inventor of the  

“any card at any number” 
trick, also known as “the 

Berglas effect.”

banachek
Born Steven Shaw, his most 
impressive feat is a form of 
psychokinesis, the bending 

of metal with his mind.


